GLORIA DEI GOOD NEWS A Word from Pastor Selbo

Go Tell It on the Mountain, Over the Hills and Everywhere;
Mission Statement.IVING IN GOD'S WORD. Go Tell It on the Mountain, that Jesus Christ is Bon!

LIVING OUT GOD'S LOVE, This past month | met with the leadership of Gloria @®uncil, Boards, Staff) and conducted a one-day Leagbershi
December 2008  Issue #12 GOING TO WHERE GOD IS. Retreat. The day was filled with good conversation atsddbenergy around the mission and ministry God continue
to give to this congregation. Specifically, we identifrephistry priorities for the next one to two years. Whkedisthe
guestion: Over the next one to two years, what areas aftrgineed to be focused on that hold the most promise fo
the Mission of God at Gloria Dei?

It was very enjoyable to hear the brainstorming and ittedssurfaced. As we got into the afternoon, we bégan
narrow our focus to tangible, measurable, action goai® tdp priorities identified were as follows:

Discipleship Training for Adults - both new and long-time mersb
Youth & Family Ministry

Adult Education/Small Group Ministry and Bible Study
Evangelism

#$ % In each of these areas we lifted up measurable, targdye that will be taken to uplift and increase owotffeness
& % within these ministries.

) % ( As we prepare once again for the coming of Jesus at @hadst want to remind you that, while your faith istaery
TN % & &# & very personal, it is never meant to be private. Beidig@ple means engaging in the world and in people’s anes
° 8 ! serving in Jesus’ name.

( o ( & & John reminds us that “God so loved therld that he gave his only begotten Son...” Jesus came to lpe@anal
Savior, yes, but he also came to be Lord and Savitreoivhole world. As we focus on our priority over thesd ne
“( & years of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus, iWdigcover that we are called and equipped by God touganto
o) the world with the Good News of Jesus. We are to livét@mitGood News each and every day of our lifes d¢ur
& ' privilege to be apostles (those sent out) of Jesus, dall&lo” with the message of God'’s love for the worldésus
Christ.

It is no accident that in the familiar Christmas gtoom Luke’s gospel we see God’s Son being born in destab

stable was a dirty place which was used to house the anifhls world, as marvelous as it is, has been dibyesin.
You and I, together with the whole world, are imprisoned @ikenals in a stable) by the power of sin and death. This
world is in need of a Savior.

! " HS
% % % %! ! & _ o
% & % New Sunday Worship Service Times as of

: That's why Christmas is such a celebration. God basg@mong us in order to save us. The power of sin has bee
¢ L January 4 will be as follows:

nailed to a cross. Death has lost its sting. ©hkdd doors that held us captive have been swung openeahnave
8:15 AM been set free. “The Word became flesh and dwelt amqrfglusf grace and truth.”

N ) + . 132? :,\'\//ll Yes, this is good news personally for each one of us. itYetews that is meant to bfe very public. We warfatml
need to) share it with our friends, our families, ar@whole world. I'm convinced this is why so many peoptega
New Sunday Church School Times as of at church on Christmas Eve, because deep down inside kreallthat the Christmas message is meant to be share
g - 5 3 1 January 4 will be as follows: and ce_lebrated with others. ' God has come among ustl_baﬁqhich we cannot do for ourselves, namely, to save us
& 4] 1 - 9:30 AM from sin and death and to give us abundant and meaning-file=drere and now.

10:45 AM

This month is a great time to invite your friends and aicgiaaces to come with you to the many worship opportuniti@s
and other activities available to you at Gloria Dei.nf@@and share in the Good News that “unto you a Savioris.bo
who is Christ the Lord.” The Christian faith is aweublic affair, meant for you, me, and the whole woilagether

let's “Go Tell it on the Mountain, over the hills and exehere; Go tell it on the Mountain, that Jesus Chsigtarn!”

Wishing you a very Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas!

Pastor Tim
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MISSION AND OUTREACH

December Partnership Ministry

ThankYo‘!l!hankYo‘flghankYou! rl|(You!
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Thank You for the cash donation of $330.00 pn 6 ( / > (! 1 6 1 )/ 1
October 23, 2008. 6 ,
! 1 6 7

Because of your support lives are being changed and I

! Kidid $ %" blessed. Your generosity and participation is a
&! # warm welcome for newly arriving refugee families. A 6 1 1+ (
# ( ) It is more important for them and our community ' '
A 4 ( (@A 4 B!

than you may know. Refugees are eager for lov
and peace more than anything else. It is somethjng
they seek with fear, wondering if they will find it.

Gestures like yours satisfy their hearts. Thank you The Board of Mission and Outreach will meet Decemberr at 6:00 pm in the Library.

L/ !
0 ( ,! # % for partnering with Lutheran Social Services Refu-
) - ’ gee & Immigration Programs in welcoming and at- )
tending to the refugees in our community. ’
' SR 1 4 6 7, 7
12 ( Thank you on behalf of Lutheran Social Services 1/ ( 8 7
3 ! ( and the people receiving your gift. ’ | ’
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Thank You to the Gloria Dei Lutheran Church SchoolStudents ., 1 4 6 ( !
Thank you! Thank You! ( 4 <9
What a gracious and thoughtful gift to help our work at thed@dmi’'s Inn! This gift is '/ 1 6 ##>14 1)/ 1."%#%# 4
helping keep moms and kids safe when home is not safevoitiderful to know there $?2#°&  T'%?!2 ( ( @A 4 B!

are children out there who care enough about others tonketisiog to help them!

Thank you! Advent Service Offerings will be given to the Cameroon Miionaries and Scholarships.

FELLOWSHIP MINISTRIES

Sympathy and God’s Peace to...

Ann Loken and her family on the death
of her brother, Ken, on November 11th.

Cheryl Priesz and her family on the death
of her mother, Myrtle Dede, on November 13th

Deb Johnson and her family on the death
of her father, Nicholas Assman, on November 21

iy

d.

Congratulations and
God's Blessings to...
0,0
Justin and Sarah Skogen on the baptism
of their daughter, Avery Faith, on October 15th.

Rachel Hensley and Adam Hays on the baptism
of their daughter, Emma Jean, on October 22nd.

Emily and Brian Spaans on the baptism
of their son Connor, on October 22nd.
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REACHING OUT THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

MILESTONE MINISTRY
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HEALTH MINISTRY
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NURSERY AND TODDLER MINISTRY

$7 & A GB©6 6 ; 6 A / < L7

L 4( , 0 , 6 1A
0 11 %,-,H' 5 Gt I"G# | : (!

9 > G (,

9 A , 6. | *
4 > 4 %"7 J-#!
6



MUSIC AND WORSHIP
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u Greetings from the Gloria Dei Music Man! It’'s hard to believe I'm starting my sixth month with the arrival of
Advent. | look forward to sharing the joy and anticipation of our Savior’s birth with my new worship family!
J: | have been so blessed by the kindness and prayers of our caring congregation. The Holy Spirit is blowing
J: powerfully through Gloria Dei as God continues to reveal His plans for His people.

J: All high school, college avd adult vocalists are invited to share their talents as we offer our musical praises to
God'’s glory! Gloria Dei's Advent Cantata is scheduled for Sunday, December 21! Our Cantata will feature

u five SATB choral selections interwoven with scripture and narration. The pieces include Amy Grant’s Breath
of Heaven, arranged by Craig Courtney, with a soprano solo feature; Shepherd’'s Joy, a Celtic Christmas

J: Celebration by Mark Hayes, featuring Baritone, Alto & Soprano solos; Born is Emmanuel, a Ukrainian
Carol arranged by Patrick Liebergen, featuring a flute solo by Ruth Erikson; a Melodie Tunney A Cappella

J: arrangement of What Child is This? featuring an Alto solo by Tami Hayzlett & the French Carol, Noel Nouvelet,
arranged by Audrey Snyder! There will be three 7:30 PM rehearsals on Thursday, December 4, 11 & 18.

J: Contact Mark Ferri at mark.ferri@gloriadei-sd.org or #371-3737 if you'd like to pick up your sheet music and

J: practice CD early.

! "

J: Gloria Dei’s annual Music Ministry Christmas party will be hosted by Judy Bauer from 4:00-8:00 PM on Sunday,
December 21 (Cantata day). All musicians from all ensembles are invited! Children are also welcome. Bring
J: your holiday cheer and an appetite for food and song!

J? Our Gloria Dei praise teams are still looking for vocalists to lead worship on microphones. Feel free to join us
for 6:30 PM Praise rehearsals on Thursday evenings for a casual meet-n-greet! We're also looking to hire a

u committed group of Praise Band musicians for our Contemporary worship services (9:30 & 10:45 AM) starting
in January 2009. Contact Mark at 371-3737 or markjferri@yahoo.com if you'd like to jam with us sometime or

J: set up an informal audition.

J: Finally, a warm welcome to Gretchen Borgum who accepted the position of Gloria Dei's Associate in Music
Ministries! Gretchen will be working half-time with her areas of emphasis including Preschool thru Middle
J: School music and Handbell Choir. She has K-8 teaching experience and a definite passion for fitness and
wellness instruction! Gretchen is a Sioux Falls native who grew up worshipping at First Lutheran, graduated
J: from O’Gorman High and Augustana College! Please take a moment to introduce yourself!
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With the onset of a new year comes the birth of new programs in the mu-

sic department! We are all excited and ready for the middle school c
to take shape and sing God's praises. Middle School Choir will be be- H(HIIMimuuuue (((uuauuuaue

ginning on January 7th in the music room from 4:15 - 5:00 PM. We also ,
are adding an elementary school handbell/orff ensemble for grades 2 - 5. ) R (G

These rehearsals will also be beginning on Wednesday night, January 7th
in the music room from 5:15 - 5:45 PM. Both of these choirs are under (e
the direction of Gretchen Borgum. Let’s celebrate our amazing Gimisti / ITHTTTtdeda

life by singing in and ringing the new year!!!
((MiiiIIiiN'"'Hunniiiiuqqa
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GLORIA DEI EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

ok & + +
!
# o #
$ % & 0!
*
!
# 5 %B&
I %
l!ll
" # 3
61 A ( (7
% 6 1 !

@ 4B 6 1
@ | B 61

@ 4;
/ ' @ | B
!
A 9 6 1
A !
* A 9
6 |

Women of Dei Retreat — Healing in God’s Tin||e

January 9-10
The Jerstad Center in Sioux Falls
Plan to spend a weekend “away”
with friends from Gloria Dei
in a time of renewal, pampering and fun.

Women bear a heavy burden during the Christmas

Sea-

wrapping, running, and baking while maintaining the

son. They manage the work of hospitality, shoinng,

ration, but often the busyness of the season inter
with the Spiritual nurturing that every soul desires.
stead of entering the New Year with energy and
purpose we are left drained, exhausted. Spend

laughter, indulge in self focus and re-energize as
are fed by the renewal of the Holy Spirit.

activity level of modern life. Advent is a time of prdpa-

feres
In-
new
some

time being pampered with food and friends. Enpjoy

you
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EDUCATION Ml

NISTRIES

CHILDREN MINISTRIES
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, - J %G #A4 Preschool Advisory Committee Meeting will meet

6 ; D on December 11th at 6:30 PM in the Preschool.

$ ) .

4 Board of Ed Meeting will be on December 4th
S5GH## 7 "G## ! at 7:00 pm in the lerary
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CHILDREN MINISTRIES

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
+<== Church School Calendar 2008
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