
   

                   GLORIA  DEI  GOOD NEWS  
                                             Newsletter of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Sioux Falls, SD           

   Mission Statement: LIVING IN GOD’S WORD, 
           LIVING OUT GOD’S LOVE, 
November  2008       Issue #11       GOING TO WHERE GOD IS.  

 Saturday Worship               Sunday Church School 
 5:00 PM                 9:00 AM, 10:45 AM 
 

 Sunday Worship              Wednesday Church School 
 8:00 AM, 9:45 AM, 11:30 AM            5:00 PM 
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 A WORD FROM PASTOR SELBO  
 
 
“He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge…” 
       ---Psalm 91:4 
 
 
Maybe you’ve heard the story of a forest fire in Yellowstone National Park.  After the fire had been put out, forest 
rangers began their hike up a mountain to assess the fire damage.  One ranger found a bird petrified in ashes, 
perched statuesquely on the ground at the base of a tree. 
  
Somewhat distressed by the eerie sight, he took a stick and knocked the bird over.  When he struck it, three tiny chicks 
scurried from under their dead mother’s wings.  The loving mother, very much aware of the impending danger, had 
carried her chicks to the base of the tree and had gathered them under her wings, instinctively knowing that the toxic 
smoke would rise. 
  
She could have flown to safety but had refused to abandon her babies.  The mother remained steadfast, loving her 
children even to point of giving her own life for their sake.  Because she had been willing to die, those under the 
cover of her wings had been given new life. 
 
 
Dear friends, as we move into this month of Thanksgiving, let’s live each moment knowing that we are the ones who 
have been given new life by a God who loves us deeply.  Jesus gave his life for us so that we could experience not 
only the promise of eternal life, but also the hope and passion for life, here and now, that comes from a relationship 
with him. 
 
I invite you to be very intentional each day this month about being thankful to God for the blessings with which he 
has gifted you.  Focus most of all on the people he has placed in your life.  If you are a mom or a dad, don’t take your 
children for granted.  Love them by giving them the added time, the affirming voice, and the loving embrace they so 
desperately need from you.  With your friends, make the extra effort to let them know how much they mean to you.   
If you are married, be sure to show your spouse how thankful you are for him or her. 
 
A couple of opportunities to highlight this month: 
 

Stewardship/Consecration Worship happens on November 22nd and 23rd.  At worship, as a way of respond-
ing with our lives to the grace that is ours in Jesus Christ, we will bring our General Fund financial pledges 
for the year 2009 to the altar.  Please make every effort to be present on this day.  By giving of ourselves, we 
participate in the great mission of God to bless all people in this world with the love of Jesus. 

 
Thanksgiving Worship on Wednesday evening, November 26th at 7:00 PM.  Come join with your sisters and 

brothers in the faith to give thanks to God.  We have been blessed enormously.  God’s gifts, including the gift 
of Himself, continue to bring joy into our lives.  Our thankful hearts translate into thank-filled lives. 

 
It is an awesome reality that we are united and brought together by the One who covers us with his wings of love and 
grace.  This year, my family and I are thankful for our “new” family of faith at Gloria Dei.  Thanks for the partnership 
we share in the ongoing mission of Jesus Christ. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
Pastor Tim 
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New Sunday Worship Service Times as of January 4 wi ll be as follows:   
 

¨    8:15 AM 
¨    9:30 AM 
¨ 10:45 AM 

 

New Sunday Church School Times as of January 4 will  be as follows:   
¨   9:30 AM 
¨ 10:45 AM 
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FELLOWSHIP MINISTRIES  

  Sympathy and God’s Peace to…�

Congratulations and God’s Blessings to... 

Congratulations and God’s Blessings to... 
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MISSION AND OUTREACH �

�

Emily Kuecker 
Year: Senior 

Major: Speech Communications 
Minors: Business, Economics, Journalism, Marketing 

Hometown: Webster, SD 
 
 

I began my faith journey at an early age sitting in church, scoping out where my friends were sitting, and “reading” my chil-
dren’s bulletin.  It would seem like a century until Pastor would announce to sing “Jesus Loves Me” while the children came forward.  
At this time the children would race forward and hope to sit next to Pastor.  Pastor would explain Sunday’s lessons in children terms 
which helped us pay attention and understand. 

As the years progressed, some of my closest friends came from my church.  When it was time to attend South Dakota State 
University I assumed the same type of church life and enthusiasm would lie ahead in college.  However, in college it seemed as though 
my residence hall friends would sleep in on Sunday mornings and I would attend church by myself.  Their lack of enthusiasm soon 
seeped into mine and I soon quit going to church. 

The pivotal point in renewing my church attendance was during my sophomore year when my freshman cousin, Heidi, 
wanted to go to church.  She would call or Facebook me during the week to invite me to go with her and her friends.  Soon it became a 
ritual to meet up at Sunday worship and catch up with the week’s happenings.  In addition, we please our grandmas by continuing our 
faith journey together! 
It only took one person with a constant invite to bring me back to practicing my faith.  I now have expanded my church family and call 
the University Lutheran Center my second home. 

I recently was appointed the Peer Minister of Publicity.  My duties are to correspond with area congregations, publicize up-
coming events and report to newspapers about various projects the University Lutheran Center has been active with.  I hope my posi-
tion with publicity will help provide that ‘welcome sign’ to other students that feel alone or leery about venturing into the University 
Lutheran Center. 

The Board of Mission and Outreach will meet November 4th at 6:00 pm in the Library. 

Campus Ministry Happenings…..  
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6th Grade Milestone: Stewardship 
6th graders and families are invited to the fellowship hall at 6:30 pm on Wednesday November 5 for the second 
session of this pre-confirmation milestone. This month’s topic, led by Parish Nurse, Judi Schwerin, is titled: 
“Good Use—God’s Use: The Body I’ve Been Given”.  
 
4 and 5-year-old Milestone: Prayer 
All 4 and 5-year-olds (pre-kindergarten) and their parents are invited to a special learning event on Saturday  
November 8, from 10:00-11:00 am. As families, we will work on learning the Lord’s Prayer, talk about the  
importance of prayer, and write/draw a booklet of Thanksgiving Prayers. This Milestone Celebration and  
blessing will be held at the worship services on the weekend of November 29/30. 
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EDUCATION MINISTRIES  

Board of Ed Meeting will be on November 6th 
at 7 pm in the Library. 
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Preschool Advisory Committee Meeting  
will meet on November 6th at 6:30 PM  

in the Preschool. 
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November Praise Choir & Advent Cantata : The Gloria Dei Praise Choir will be singing Tommy 
Walker’s powerful A Cappella anthem That’s Why We Praise Him, on Sunday, Nov. 23.  There will be 
three 7:30-8:15 PM rehearsals on Thursday, Nov. 6, 13 & 20.  All high school, college & adult vocalists 
are invited to share their talents as we offer our musical praises to God’s glory!  We’ll also be taking a 
sneak peek at our Advent Cantata music scheduled for Sunday, Dec. 21!  Our Cantata will feature five 
SATB choral selections interwoven with scripture & narration.  The pieces include Amy Grant’s Breath 
of Heaven, arranged by Craig Courtney, with a soprano solo feature; Shepherd’s Joy, a Celtic Christ-
mas Celebration by Mark Hayes, featuring Baritone, Alto & Soprano solos;   Born is Emmanuel, a 
Ukrainian Carol arranged by Patrick Liebergen, with flute soloist; a Melodie Tunney A Cappella arrange-
ment of What Child is This? & the French Carol, Noel Nouvelet, arranged by Audrey Snyder!  Contact 
Mark Ferri at mark.ferri@gloriadei-sd.org or #371-3737 with any questions. 
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Save the Date 
“Women of Dei” Women’s retreat  

will be January 9-10  
at the Jerstad Center in Sioux Falls.   
Plan to be pampered and inspired! 

 
Save the date, more details to follow. 
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Director of Nursery and Toddler Ministries 

 
Gloria Dei is searching for a Director of Nursery and 
Toddler Ministries.  We are looking for someone who 
loves young children, relates well to parents, and enthu-
siastically wants to be involved in this new ministry  
of hospitality and faith development.  This will be a paid 
position and require 10 - 14 hours per week.  Please send 
resume and letter of application to : 
 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
RE: Director of Nursery and Toddler Ministries 

2800 E 57th St 
Sioux Falls, SD  57108 
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CHILDREN  MINISTRIES - CHURCH SCHOOL CLASS DETAILS  
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November 
Church School 

Offering 
 
The kids of Gloria 
Dei have asked to 
bring food for the 
Sioux Falls Food 
Pantry.  Bring 
canned or boxed 
items to Church 
School each week.   
 
Thank you for 
your support of 
this suggested 
project!       
 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church  
Church School Calendar 2008 

 

November 
11/14/08 S’More Camp - Grades 1-5  
11/14-16/08 S’More Camp Weekend 
11/21/08 Game Night for grades 1 - 4   
11/26/08 No Church School—Happy Thanksgiving 
11/30/08 No Church School—Happy Thanksgiving 
11/30/08 Advent Fair 5:00 PM 
 

December  
12/14/08 Christmas Program 1:00 pm and 4:00 pm 
12/20/08 Jesus’ Birthday Party for grades 3 year old - Kin-
dergarten 
12/21/08 No Church School - Christmas Break 
12/24/08 No Church School - Christmas Eve Services 
12/28/08 No Church School - Christmas Break 
12/31/08 No Church School - Christmas Break 
 

January 
01/4/09  Church School resumes 
 

Sandy Berven  
Director of Education and Children’s Ministry 

Phone:  605-371-3737 ext. 28  
sandy.berven@gloriadei-sd.org 
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YOUTH MINISTRIES  
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MIDDLE SCHOOL GATHERING:   Every Wednesday from 4-5pm in the Loft (above the fellowship hall).  Join in for a 
bunch of fun activities that bring the Bible to life and allow you to get to know other middle school youth. 
 
S’MORE CAMP: Saturday, November 15 (6pm – 9pm) – Join Lutherans Outdoors and Gloria Dei staff for the 5pm service 
with a camp twist followed by dinner and a S’more Camp event for all middle school students (to include games, songs, Bible 
study snippets and more!).  There will also be an informational meeting for all parents to meet with Lutherans Outdoors and 
Gloria Dei staff members to get a better understanding of the important role camp plays in the faith formation of our children.  
 
 

����>�����������������$��
�������  opportunities, contact Lando or Jessica Anderson 
371-3737 or Lando.Anderson@gloriadei-sd.org or Jessica.Anderson@gloriadei-sd.org 
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High School Book Study: 
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Non-Profit Organization 
US POSTAGE PAID 
Sioux Falls  SD 57108 
Permit #1598 
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